
Why is Christmas on the 25th of December? 
Richard Samuel 

 

Because that’s when Santa Claus comes. 

No. 

Because that’s the day Jesus was born. 

Wrong again. Why the 25th of December? Because in 350 AD, the Bishop of Rome, Julius 1, chose the day of a 
pagan festival as the day to observe Christ’s birth.  
 
The New Catholic encyclopedia states: 
 
The birth of Jesus was assigned the date of the winter solstice’ (December 25 in the Julian calendar, January 6 in 
the Egyptian), because on this day, as the sun began its return to northern skies, the pagan devotees of Mithra 
celebrated the dies Natalis Solis Invicti (birthday of the invincible sun). On Dec. 25, 274, Aurelian had 
proclaimed the sun-god principal patron of the empire and dedicated a temple to him in the Campus Martius. 
Christmas originated at a time when the cult of the sun was particularly strong at Rome.  
 
It is a difficult task to write about this topic, since there are so many different pagan gods (Saturn, Mithras, the 
god of light, Zoganes, the red-robed lord), some with the same origin, under different names and all with slightly 
different legends surrounding them that had an influence on why late December was chosen as the date of 
Messiah’s birth. One can follow numerous trails throughout ancient history that show where the Church of Rome 
in an attempt to attract more converts, chose to combine pagan rituals with Christianity.  
 
But of instead of taking the time here to wander down many of these age-old paths, let’s go in a different 
direction.  
 
In order for us to find out when Jesus was born, we’ve got to go back to the birth of John the Baptist. We will start 
with John’s father, Zechariah.  

Zechariah, was a priest from the division of Abijah. He served in the temple in Jerusalem. His time of service was 
based on a schedule that started with the grandsons of Aaron. The 24 courses of the temple priesthood rotation are 
found in 1 Chronicles 24 and 28, where it lists the priestly line and their rotation, where Zechariah would have 
been scheduled within the 8th division of Abijah.  

Schedule of service by the priests in the Temple 

Division Name First Service Second Service 
1 Jehoiarib Tishri 1-7 Adar 29 - Nisan 5 
2 Jedaiah Tishri 8-14 Nisan 6-13 

All  Tishri 15-21 (Sukkot) Nisan 14-21 (Passover) 
3 Harim Tishri 22-28 Nisan 22-28 
4 Seorim Tishri 29 - Cheshvan 5 Nisan 29 - Iyar 5 
5 Malchijah Cheshvan 6-12 Iyar 6-12 
6 Mijamin Cheshvan 13-19 Iyar 13-19 
7 Hakkoz Cheshvan 20-26 Iyar 20-26 



8 Abijah Cheshvan 27 - Kislev 4 Iyar 27 – Sivan 3 
All   Sivan 4-6 (Shavuot) 
9 Jeshua Kislev 5-11 Sivan 7-13 

10 Shecaniah Kislev 12-18 Sivan 14-20 
11 Eliashib Kislev 19-25 Sivan 21-27 
12 Jakim Kislev 26 - Tevet 2 Sivan 28 - Tamuz 4 
13 Huppah Tevet 3-9 Tamuz 5-11 
14 Jeshebeab Tevet 10-16 Tamuz 12-18 
15 Bilgah Tevet 17-23 Tamuz 19-25 
16 Immer Tevet 24 - Shvat 1 Tamuz 26 - Av 3 
17 Hezir Shvat 2-8 Av 4-10 
18 Happizzez Shvat 9-15 Av 11-17 
19 Pethahiah Shvat 16-22 Av 18-24 
20 Jehezkel Shvat 23-30 Av 25 - Elul 1 
21 Jachin Adar 1-7 Elul 2-8 
22 Gamul Adar 8-14 Elul 9-15 
23 Delaiah Adar 15-21 Elul 16-22 
24 Maaziah Adar 22-28 Elul 23-29 

The first scheduled dates of service for the priests serving in the 8th course during Kislev, would be during late 
November or early December. They then served a second week that continued through the first part of Sivan in 
the months May/June. In addition to this two week rotation, the priests served during God’s appointed times. 
These were the three festivals or feast days where every Israelite man had to travel to Jerusalem for the feasts of 
Pesach/Passover, Shavuot/Pentecost and Sukkot/Tabernacles.  

Since Zechariah served in the temple during Sivan, he would also serve during the time of the festival of 
Shavuot/Pentecost which would correspond to a May/June date. 

With this background, let’s take a look at what is written in the Gospel of Luke 1:5-25 

5 In the time of Herod king of Judea there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly 
division of Abijah; his wife Elizabeth was also a descendant of Aaron. 6 Both of them were righteous in 
the sight of God, observing all the Lord’s commands and decrees blamelessly. 7 But they were childless 
because Elizabeth was not able to conceive, and they were both very old. 

8 Once when Zechariah’s division was on duty and he was serving as priest before God, 9 he was chosen 
by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to go into the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 
10 And when the time for the burning of incense came, all the assembled worshipers were praying 
outside. 

11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing at the right side of the altar of incense. 12 When 
Zechariah saw him, he was startled and was gripped with fear. 13 But the angel said to him: “Do not be 
afraid, Zechariah; your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you are to 
call him John. 14 He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth, 15 for he 
will be great in the sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented drink, and he will be 
filled with the Holy Spirit even before he is born. 16 He will bring back many of the people of Israel to 
the Lord their God. 17 And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the 



hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready 
a people prepared for the Lord.” 

18 Zechariah asked the angel, “How can I be sure of this? I am an old man and my wife is well along in 
years.” 

19 The angel said to him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to 
you and to tell you this good news. 20 And now you will be silent and not able to speak until the day this 
happens, because you did not believe my words, which will come true at their appointed time.” 

21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah and wondering why he stayed so long in the 
temple. 22 When he came out, he could not speak to them. They realized he had seen a vision in the 
temple, for he kept making signs to them but remained unable to speak. 

23 When his time of service was completed, he returned home. 24 After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and 
for five months remained in seclusion. 25 “The Lord has done this for me,” she said. “In these days he has shown 
his favor and taken away my disgrace among the people.” 

Zechariah would have been working in the temple in Jerusalem during the second week of the month of Sivan of 
the Jewish lunar calendar. John’s conception would have then taken place soon after Zechariah’s return home 
from Jerusalem. So we can deduce that John the Baptist was conceived in the month of Sivan (late May – early 
June on our calendar). 

Note these two sentences: “When his time of service was completed, he returned home. After this his wife 
Elizabeth became pregnant.” 

Let’s continue with the Biblical text in Luke 1:26-38 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you.”	
 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 30 But the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called[a] the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your 
relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 
sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 
38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left 



her. 

Concerning the time of the year when this conception took place, the “sixth month” was the sixth month of 
Elizabeth’s pregnancy. This can be understood by looking at the phrase, “she who was said to be barren is in her 
sixth month.” And, also by Luke 1:24 which says, “After this his wife Elizabeth became pregnant and for five 
months remained in seclusion.” Then two verses later it says, “in the six month …” so Jesus was conceived in the 
month of Kislev (November/December). From that we can add nine months to the time of the year for the birth of 
Jesus. He was conceived in the month of Kislev, nine months later the birth of Jesus would take place in Tishri 
(September-October).  
 
Going back to John for a moment. If we count forward 280 days (the normal length of gestation for a baby) from 
John’s conception in late Sivan, it brings us to the middle of the month of Nisan, which corresponds to the month 
of April … during the time of the year when Passover occurs.  

In the same way, if we count forward 280 days from the time of conception for Jesus in late Kislev, it brings us to 
the middle of the month of Tishri, around the time of the feast of Sukkot. This date, this timeline reinforces the 
primary theme of Sukkot—dwelling with God.  

If God’s festivals are His appointed times, His moadim, and Jesus died on Passover, why is it so hard for us to 
believe that He would have been born during God’s appointed time, one of the feasts (Sukkot) that in ancient 
times during the festive nature of this holiday, the people were also reminded of the importance of dwelling with 
God. It was also a festival that portrayed Almighty God as He who wants to fellowship with his people. For that 
reason he sent Messiah Jesus to live among us. What a great fulfillment of God’s desire to have a close 
relationship with mankind than for him to begin that time of dwelling among us on the actual feast day that had 
the theme of God dwelling with humanity—Sukkot, the Feast of Tabernacles.  

Sukkoth shows that God would dwell "Tabernacle" in the midst of His people, through the presence of the 
Messiah, Jesus. There is much more evidence as well, since we know that Jesus died on Passover and we also 
know His ministry lasted 3 ½ years we can backtrack and that puts us right at Sukkoth as well.  

One of the ceremonies of Sukkoth is the pouring of water, and a time of prayer for water and rain in Israel. During 
the second Temple period a Priest would take a water pitcher down to the pool of shiloach (today called Siloam in 
the city of David) he would bring it back to the Temple. Crowds of people would follow him dancing and singing 
the Hellel (Psalms 113-118). The highlight of this ceremony was when the Priest would pour this water at the 
altar of the Temple. It became known as "Simcha Bet-Ha-sho-evah" (The rejoicing of the House of Drawing 
Water). 
 
The question is, why would there be so much rejoicing at this pouring of water? It has to be more than rejoicing of 
the future rain on Israel, as important as that might be. Because we read in Isaiah 12:3 "Therefore with joy shall 
ye draw water out of the wells of salvation". Salvation in Hebrew is Yeshua (Jesus), the name of the Messiah.  
 
It was much more than the pouring out of water at the Temple, or even for the rain. The Simcha Bet Ha-sho-evah 
pointed directly to the coming of the Messiah and the days of redemption when the water of the Holy Spirit would 
be poured out upon all Israel. 
 
Now we can appreciate the Scripture that was recorded on one day in the Messiah’s life and that day was on a 
Sukkoth.  

37 On the last and greatest day of the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, “Let anyone who is thirsty 
come to me and drink. 38 Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from 



within them.” 39 By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him were later to receive. Up to that time 
the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet been glorified." John 7:37-39 

Think for a moment of the time and place of these words being proclaimed by Jesus. It was Sukkoth and it was 
the time of the pouring of the water. The crowds were filled with those who had expectation of the Messiah and 
the Holy Spirit He would bring. At the moment of the time of the pouring of the water the Messiah stood and 
made this bold proclamation. He was saying. I am the Messiah, do you truly want the living water of the spirit of 
God? If you truly want the Bet Ha-sho-evah, believe in me. I am the Messiah who will pour out the Holy Spirit on 
all who believe. 

 
 

 


